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Currently, PerCS-Net includes 158 
members from 21 countries, with 
more than half of the network 
consisting of early career researchers! 
Please help us continue to bring 
together the international coastal 
permafrost community by providing 
material for future quarterly 
newsletters and by spreading the 
word through your own networks. 

Permafrost Coastal Systems 
Network (PerCS-Net)
The Permafrost Coastal Systems Network will accelerate the process of 
scientific discovery, facilitate public access to scientific data, and promote 
convergence through an international, transdisciplinary network focused 
on science, engineering, and societal issues associated with permafrost-
affected coasts and communities in the Arctic.

Implementing Social 
Distancing

Due to the ongoing global pandemic  all 
travel-related PerCS-Net exchanges 
initially planned for 2020 have been 
cancelled and/or postponed. In lieu of in-
person gathering, PerCS-Net members 
have been practicing social distancing and 
developing a number of virtual tools and 
online educational resources that include:

The ADC data portal will provide a 
common space to organize coastal 
permafrost datasets from across the 
pan-Arctic (https://arcticdata.io/
catalog/portals/PerCS-Net). Please 
consider linking to the portal when 
submitting your data to the ADC.

AXIOM Data Science has developed 
an online coastal photo submission 
tool (https://obs.percsnet.axds.co/).  
We are interested in images that 
capture the diversity in permafrost 
coastlines and low-lying permafrost 
coastal regions in the Arctic. The 
images will be incorporated into the 
PerCS-Net viz space as well as a 
UNEP online educational resource 
slated for release in August 2020. 

In Memoriam
On 14 May 2020 Jim Webster was 
tragically killed in a plane crash on 
the North Slope of Alaska. Jim 
enabled access to some of the most 
remote coastal locations in Alaska. 
Jim piloted the USGS aerial photo 
coastal surveys from the mid 
2000s, he provided access for Drew 
Point coastal studies for 14 years, 
and he left a permanant mark on 
permafrost coastal research in 
Alaska. Jim's abilities as a skilled 
pilot contributed to more than 100 
research papers, a dozen graduate 
student degrees, and helped launch 
the careers of a number of young 
and enthusiastic researchers. 

Jim Webster at Drew Point, 
Alaska in July 2017.

Arctic Data Center Portal

PerCS-Net Viz Space
We have started working on a data 
visualization space with AXIOM Data 
Science to display datasets from the 
ADC portal, other national and 
international data repositories, as 
well as near real-time environmental 
data streams. The viz space will be a 
dynamic and interactive forum slated 
for release in September 2020.

Photo Submission Tool

Frontiers Special Issue
The first paper was published in our 
Frontiers Special Issue (Observations, 
Interactions, and Implications of 
Increasingly Dynamic Permafrost 
Coastal Systems) and 4 more are 
currently in review. The issue will be 
open until at least September 2020. We 
look forward to your submissions.

https://www.frontiersin.org/research-topics/11168/observations-interactions-and-implications-of-increasingly-dynamic-permafrost-coastal-systems


Vision Statement

PerCS-Net envisions building:

A sustainable, pan-Arctic permafrost 
coastal observatory network providing 
coordinated and timely information 
to researchers, managers, indigenous 
stakeholders, and the general public

A transdisciplinary research network 
that fosters linkages in order to 
amplify the broader impacts of each 
individual network and maintain a 
circumpolar alliance for Arctic coastal 
community information exchange

An international community that 
fosters and empowers the next 
generation of students, early-
career researchers, and indigenous 
communities faced with the known 
and unknown challenges of the future 
Arctic System.

For more information, please consider joining PerCS-Net to keep informed about upcoming activities and new products – 
https://permafrostcoasts.org. We are very excited to build this International Network of Networks with the community!
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