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Currently, PerCS-Net includes 183 
members from 21 countries, with 
nearly half of the network consisting 
of early career researchers! Please help 
us continue to bring together the 
international coastal permafrost 
community by providing material for 
future quarterly newsletters and by 
spreading the word through your own 
networks. 

Permafrost Coastal Systems 
Network (PerCS-Net)

The Permafrost Coastal Systems Network accelerates the process of scientific 
discovery, facilitates public access to scientific data, and promotes 
convergence through an international, transdisciplinary network focused on 
science, engineering, and societal issues associated with permafrost-affected 
coasts and communities in the Arctic.

New Pan-Arctic Synthesis Paper Published in Nature Reviews 30 Plus Years on 
Semisolid Ground

Vladimir Romanovksy retired from the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks, at the end 
of January 2022, following thirty years of 
research at the Geophysical Institute, 
Permafrost Laboratory. This, in addition 
to his 10 plus years studying permafrost at 
Moscow State University before coming to 
UAF, has made him a world leader in 
permafrost research. Vladimir's insight, 
expertise, and ability to effectively 
communicate across disciplines has 
enhanced the breadth of permafrost 
research that will span several future 
generations to come. Thank you Vladimir 
for your mentorship and enjoy your early 
days of retirement! https://uaf.edu/news/
thirty-years-on-semi-solid-ground.php

More than 10 PerCS-Net members 
collaborated on a recent review paper that 
was published in the journal Nature 
Reviews Earth & Environment in January 
2022 highlighting the drivers, dynamics 
and impacts of changing Arctic coasts. The 
synthesis, led by Anna Irrgang from the 
Alfred Wegener Institute, provides an 
overview of the diversity of Arctic coasts, 
discusses drivers of coastal change and 
describes their vulnerabilty to climate 
change, highlights the changes that have 
been observed during the last seven 
decades, and discusses the impact on the 
natural and human environment. The 
paper synthesizes our current knowledge in 
a foward-looking manner by identifying 
future research to help address an 
increasingly dynamic arctic coastal system. 
The paper also lays the foundation for the 
development of the second version of the 
Arctic Coastal Dynamics database.

Arctic Coasts at the Annual AGU Fall Meeting in New Orleans, LA
PerCS-Net members convened the annual session on Arctic Coastal Dynamics in 
December 2021 during the in person/virtual AGU Fall Meeting that took place in 
New Orleans, LA. The session generated a lot of interest, with 10 oral presentations 
and 10 poster presentations. The presentations focused on topics related to Arctic 
coastal dynamics, drivers of coastal change, geomorphological processes, modelling 
approaches and impacts on ecosystem ecology, biogeochemistry, infrastructure, and 
social systems. This year, women rocked this space, representing 90% of the first 
author poster presenters and 75% of the first author oral presenters.
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https://www.nature.com/articles/s43017-021-00232-1


Vision Statement 
PerCS-Net envisions building:

A sustainable, pan-Arctic permafrost 
coastal observatory network providing 
coordinated and timely information to 
researchers, managers, indigenous 
stakeholders, and the general public

A transdisciplinary research network 
that fosters linkages in order to 
amplify the broader impacts of each 
individual network and maintain a 
circumpolar alliance for Arctic coastal 
community information exchange

An international community that 
fosters and empowers the next 
generation of students, early-
career researchers, and indigenous 
communities faced with the known 
and unknown challenges of the future 
Arctic System.

For more information, please consider joining PerCS-Net to keep informed about upcoming activities and new products – 
https://permafrostcoasts.org. We are very excited to build this International Network of Networks with the community!

New Network Member Publications

Coastal Monitoring Community 
Outreach Manager Position

The Inuit Circumpolar Council (ICC) Alaska invites applications for a 
Coastal Monitoring Community Outreach Manager. This full-time position, 
located in Anchorage, Alaska, is a grant-funded position for two years, but 
may be extended if additional resources are secured. The position will 
coordinate community outreach and ICC’s participation within the Coastal 
Expert Monitoring Group (CEMG) work conducted under the Arctic 
Council. The position will focus on the implementation of the CEMG plan 
within Alaska through direct engagement with the regions that ICC advocates 
on behalf of and will represent ICC on the international Coastal Expert 
Monitoring Group Steering Committee. Under this position, high emphasis 
will be placed on relationship building to aid in bringing forward Inuit-driven 
monitoring programs and guiding a co-production of knowledge approach 
within this initiative. The position will work in close cooperation with the 
Indigenous Knowledge/Science Advisor and report to the Executive Director.

Application Review Begins: 25 January 2022 (https://iccalaska.org/icc-alaska/)
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